A Spectacle of Air and Water

One Water. One Air. One Planet.
SUNTORY P bDAIKIN

Thank you for coming. —The Under the Midnight Rainbow team.



CONCEPT

Water and Air remember.

Water and Air remember.

They remember everything that has ever touched this Earth—

every rise, every fall,

every breath of life that once was.

They remember the moment a fish first stepped onto land,

the time when dinosaurs spread their wings across the sky.

Yes, water and air remember it all.

They have journeyed endlessly—
from past to future,

binding one life to another,
whispering through the ages.

The water a triceratops once drank,
the air a dodo once breathed,

now flow quietly within us.

Water and air are one—
the same, unbroken, for billions of years.
Shared by all who have ever lived,

and all who are yet to come.

Water and air know.
They know what must be done—
for life to keep glowing,

for this planet to keep breathing.

STORY

There is a place on this planet with pure water and
clean air. A home to all manner of living things. An
island that sparkles with life’s essence.

On this island, there’s an old legend. “On nights
when a rainbow crosses over the moon, a festival is
held by mysterious creatures.” Animals, insects, and
even creatures long extinct are said to take part.

One night, Ao, a child who lived on this island,
encountered Dodo, a mysterious bird who referred
to itself as a spirit. “When a rainbow crosses over the
moon, the memories of the water and air that
roamed the planet for 4 billion years come rushing
back,” Dodo said. It just so happened to be one of
those nights. Creatures that Ao had never seen

before gathered beneath the midnight rainbow. The
celebration commenced, and all the creatures sang
and danced with delight. However, just as the festivi-
ties were getting underway, the world around them
was suddenly transformed. Scenes of nature’s
destruction unfolded around Ao and all the crea-
tures. A new trial had begun. In the midst of all of
this, Dodo asked Ao to sing a particular song. The
fate of the festival and all who were there was linked
to this song and its mysterious meaning. What would
become of Ao and all who had gathered under the
Midnight Rainbow?

Initial Key Visual

A child from the island.
They love nature and
living creatures.

They live alone with
their grandmother.

In Director Makino's
initial rough sketches
of Ao, various tones
were tested.

TYRANNOSAURUS
One of the largest carnivorous dinosaurs.
It had a keen sense of smell and is said to have
never missed even the faintest scent of prey.

PARADOLICHOPITHECUS

A member of the ape family that lived about
10 million years ago. It may be a distant
ancestor of humans.

TRICERATOPS MAMMOTH JAPANESE WOLF

A herbivorous dinosaur that fought using A member of the elephant family that A wolf that once inhabited the mountains of

its three horns as weapons. Characterized by lived in cold regions. Its large tusks are said Japan. It was considered a “guardian deity”

a large frill that protected its neck. to have continued to grow throughout its life. by people.

AEPYORNIS AMMONITE MACHAIRODUS

A giant bird that lived on Madagascar Island. A mollusk that existed in the seas before A carnivorous beast characterized by its

Its eggs were larger than soccer balls. dinosaurs appeared. Its fossils are found elongated canine teeth. Its name derives
worldwide, and in many geological layers. from the ancient Greek dagger “machaira.”

Ao was finalized by CG Director Takeno.

Ao's hair color was also adjusted to be brighter so it would clearly appear when projected on the fountains.

Initially, Art Directors Koyanagi and Yabumoto visually explored various personality traits for Ao,
from shy to lively, in search of the most relatable protagonist.
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Glyphs Passed Down on the Island

Glyphs seen across the island. Their meaning is no longer known, but these
glyphs have been used since ancient times. The O is said to represent
water and air, and deciphering the patterns connects with the events that
occur in the show. They were left by people who returned to the island
after the festival of water and air was held in the past. Ao's grandmother
also embroidered these patterns into Ao's clothes.
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CHARACTERS

Odo

A mysterious bird that

Ao encounters. It can speak
human languages but is not good
at flying.

EXTINCT ANIMALS

DUNKLEOSTEUS ARCHAEOPTERYX
One of the largest fish to ever live. The oldest bird, it looked dinosaur-like.
It crushed hard crustaceans and other fish Whether it could fly remains a topic of
with its powerful jaws. ongoing debate.
LAUGHING OWL ANOMALOCARIS
An owl that inhabited New Zealand. A predatory creature that reigned in the
It was known for its laughter like call. ancient seas. Its compound eyes are believed

to have seen in 360-degrees.

Laser Design

In the show, the animals are depicted by
lasers. In the darkness, the images in
Ao's mind are formed from the voices of
animals and become creatures of light.
They are composed of geometric forms
reminiscent of the island patterns Ao is







PRODUCTION
NOTES

Just write and draw, again and again.

Write the story in words, then draw the

pictures. Look at them, write again, and

draw again. Make a continuous cycle. Even

a spectacular show combining fountains,

screens, lasers, flames, and music on the

overwhelming scale of a 400-meter-wide

waterfront area began with but a single

stroke.

Arranging the drawings frame-by-frame according to the story.
Eventually, there were too many and they no longer fit on the table,
and they had to be spread out on the floor.

We had to test whether the fountains could express tranquility,
not just spectacular effects

Sketches were shared to create a sense of dynamism

The fountain performance was also conceived through sketches.

Directing the synchronizing the timing of visuals and fountains to create impact

The idea was to to make extensive use of the entire venue

while moving the screens back and forth

Director's Rough Video Storyboard Once the flow became visible, all the scenes were storyboarded, and connected in video format, then the music was added, and timing was confirmed.

After drawing the sketches many times, important scenes were turned

into graphics to share the atmosphere with the team

We knew how the last scene with the rainbow appearing
was going to happen right from the beggining

Final Storyboard Before the fountains were completed at the expo venue, detailed visuals were used to verify every part down to the last second, fountains, lasers, and fires were planned long before we got to the actual site.
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SCENOGRAPHY

There are over 300 fountain devices in the show. The show was con-
structed by synchronizing multiple elements such as water, screen visu-
als, music, lasers, and flames, utilizing each of them like stage equip-
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Final drawings of the objects. The projection surface that serves as the screen is created with a water cascade.

Initial rough sketches of various objects. Not only the number of towers, but also various types such as stepped stage types, trees, and discs were considered.

MURA

by OVER ALLs artist Yuki Yamamoto.
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Ao Hana Mouri

The water show reminded once again of the
cutting edge technology use as well as the
passion and love of everyone involved.
Experience the life of Ao is something | will
always treasure. In addition to appreciating
the beautiful visuals and wonderful music, |
hope the profound messages embedded in
Ao’s the story reach your hearts.

Concept & Direction Naoki Tanaka

| hope that all life on this planet will shine for the
next 100 years, the next 1,000 years. With this wish
in our hearts, we all worked together to create this
show. As Dodo says, if we unite our feelings and
actions as if we were singing one song together, we
can build a wonderful future. This planet is amazing!
Thank you very much.
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MESSAGE

The building where staff are stationed, on the wall with the vending machine,
amural that serves as the show's signature was painted with brush and spray

ment.

Three hundred fountains were installed at the bottom of the water.

ECAZ2's operation room was installed in the building. The entire show was controlled from here.

Daily maintenance and fountain verification. Simulations conducted over three years were finalized over a period

of just two months.

written and drawn by Director Ryu Kato are also a

The Dodo Tomochika

This work makes me feel a sence of
gratitude to our planet as well as giving me
a sense of the importance living here.
Through the story of Ao and Dodo, |
learned that all of the connections and
encounters with people and living creatures
we have help us grow. | feel truly honored
to have been involved in such a wonderful

work.
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VIDEO

Sohei Higashi
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Music Yoko Kanno

Soon, the festival will end. Every night, people
gathered, and every night, they saw different
rainbows. The end is quiet and is always a little
lonely, but this too is part of the greater cycle. Life
will sing a new song again.
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must-see.

GRANDMA'S MEMORIES

Ao and the Midnight Rainbow Parade begins with
Ao's grandmother telling the story of the “midnight
rainbow.” In the music video of the traditional song,
you can see the mysterious story that she once
experienced. The beautiful illustrations that were

Check out
Vv the MV here

AR

Naoki Tanaka
Atsushi Otaki
Yusuke Koyanagi
Taichi Sayama
Shinya Miura
Fumiya Ohta
Akiko Yabumoto
Hiroshi Yamanaka
Miyuki Fujishima
Tomoya Morohoshi
Shunki Hasegawa
Yuto Kumon

Ken Murayama
Eisuke Namba
Masahito Imamura
Hiroyuki Tsuiki
Mai Imakita

INTERACTIVE
INSTALLATION
Naoki Tanaka
Atsushi Otaki

Ao’s Grandmother Mari Natsuki

Have you seen the miraculous story that
traces the memories of water and air title
“Under the Midnight Rainbow” performed at
the Water Plaza for EXPO 2025 | also feel
greatly honored to have been involved in this
work. | was in charge of the opening part of
the show, and | approached the recording
with a sense of solemnity. The work is a
magnificent and moving water show unlike
anything | had ever seen before. As we

approach the final days before Expo 2025’s
closing, | would like to express my sincere
gratitude as one of the creators to the count-
less people who have watched the show
every day. And | am grateful to have been
able to share the message of this work with
you, “We are strong even when faced with
difficulties.” Finally, | would like to express
my respect and gratitude once again to all the
staff! Thank you for your hard work.

Design / Production ECA2

From all of us on the ECA2 team, thank you. We are
incredibly proud to have brought to life this multime-
dia experience, and to have created a show that
resonated with so many. Your warm response has
been the greatest reward. Thank you for making this
experience unforgettable.
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